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ST. MARY’S CHURCH 

Minutes of Pastoral Council Meeting 

 

DATE:  November 1, 2017 

 

ATTENDANCE: 

Father Peter DiTomasso, Pastor 

Bruce Kocsis, Chair 

Roger Butt 

Karen Graff 

Helen Hornbake 

Joli Kocsis 

Rick Wolfgang 

Joe Ferguson, Survey Committee Volunteer 

Mary Anne Gardner, Parish Nurses 

Joanne McDermott, New Evangelization 

Holly Wolfgang, Website 

John Butcher, Chair, Finance Committee & 

Secretary

 

Father Peter began the meeting at 7:35 pm with everyone saying the Hail Mary. 

 

MINUTES: John Butcher noted several corrections in the minutes he emailed to the council. The corrected 

minutes of the September 27, 2017 meeting were approved. 

 

FINANCE: John Butcher provided the finance report for the month ending September 30, 2017. We are a fourth 

of the way (25 percent) into the fiscal year. Operating income is 23 percent of budget and operating expenses are 

26 percent. One reason other expenses are ahead of budget is that property tax on the rectory has been paid. 

Upcoming Christmas and Easter collections should pull the income side closer to our budget target. Sunday and 

Holy Day offerings for the year-to-date averaged $4,714 per week, less than our $4,850 budget. However, they 

are almost $200 more than last year at this time and are $2,700 more year-to-date. 

 

In September we withdrew $5,000 from the general savings account to keep our cash balance in positive 

territory. Other income of $1,788 was the excess collected for the students attending the National Catholic Youth 

Conference. Roger Butt said this money should be set aside for future youth activities. 

 

John also provided the quarterly finance report. Our cash is $13,000 ahead of last year at this time, although 

savings are about $10,000 less. The council approved the finance reports. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Parish Survey: Karen Graff reported on implementation of the survey recommendations. The team met with 

Father to go through the status of actions. Karen asked the council for their help in following through. 

1. The youth are perceived as not being adequately served. This group includes pre-school, teenagers, young 

adults, and young married and single adults. Justine Gibbon has agreed to work with preschoolers. There are 

youth programs in Emmitsburg and at St. Andrews in Waynesboro. Bruce Kocsis recommended that Buddy 

Weller help Joe Ferguson in this area. The Catholic Witness included a list of programs for young adults. Dick 

Heibel is the Committee’s point of contact. Bruce Kocsis said Joe Buchheit from the Knights might be able to 

help with this area. 

2. The survey indicated that many parishioners want to continue in the formation of their  

Faith. Bible study came up frequently. Father is planning to offer a DVD series, The Bible and the Virgin 

Mary, during Advent.  Other frequent suggestions were for faith formation with fellowship.  Rick 

Wolfgang said the Knights have agreed to work on movie nights, and Buddy Weller is looking into pot 

luck dinners with speakers.  Helen Hornbake said she will help with programs for married couples such as 
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Marriage Encounter, Amore or Choice Wine. 

3.  Helen and Larry Hornbake will work with Joe Ferguson and Father on finding a way to improve the 

sound for those who are hard of hearing. 

4.  St. Mary's ministries are not well known as evidenced by the large number of N/A's in answers. Holly 

Wolfgang will work with Karen to identify ways to publicize our ministries and events better such as 

through updating the ministries brochure and making it available to parishioners, keeping and publicizing 

a long-range calendar of events, and possibly even having a PowerPoint slide show advertising upcoming 

activities playing on a screen in the foyer. 

Other recommendations include Rosary before 5:00 PM Mass, more fellowship events such as Lenten 

meals with religious speaker. Dick Heibel is checking on people willing to lead the rosary. Roger Butt 

suggested that we contact Owen Phelan about getting speakers for programs. Father suggested simple 

suppers during Lent. 

 

Meeting Dates: The council approved the following dates for upcoming meetings. Dec. 6, 2017. Feb. 7, Mar. 7, 

Apr. 4, May 2, and Sept 5, 2018. John Butcher said this will give us an extra meeting for the fiscal year in case 

one has to be cancelled. 

 

Handicap Ramp: Father Peter said that with reconfiguring the front pews for handicap seating, he does not 

believe a ramp is needed. He said the new arrangement is working well; one person started attending St. Rita’s 

for closer access to the seats. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Knights of Columbus: Rick Wolfgang reported: October 29 the Knights held a Memorial Mass with light 

refreshments afterwards to honor all deceased Brother Knights and their families. November 4 & 5 the Knights 

will be handing out bags to collect food donations for needy families in the area. Boxes will be filled with 

Thanksgiving food and delivered to the families on November 18
th

. We will also be accepting donations of 

turkeys or money to purchase turkeys.  

November 11 & 12 the Knights will be selling Christmas cards after all Masses. November 18 the 

Knights will sponsor a Pro-Life Mass at St. Mary's.  

Regarding the parish survey, the Knights were presented with two ways to meet  

the needs of the parishioners.  

1. Movie night. Knights agreed to purchase a CVLI license and place it under the name of St. Mary's. 

Father Peter confirmed ok. This will also grant other ministries under St. Mary's the opportunity to 

utilize the license. This license grants the legal rights to show 1000's of movies. The license is valid 

for 1 year. Cost is $235. This license provides access to some religious type movies but not very 

many. Consensus after speaking with parishioners is that religious-based movies are desired, 

therefore, we may need to reconsider CVLI license.  

 

2. Guest speaker and potluck. Knights want to identify specific topics parishioners are interested 

in hearing about prior to committing to proceed.  
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Men’s Club: John Butcher said the Men’s Club is beginning preparations for their Christmas tree sale. They will 

have volunteer signups after Masses on November 11
th
, 12

th
, 18

th
, and 19

th
. Tree sales will begin the day after 

Thanksgiving. 

New Evangelization: Joanne McDermott said after many attempts, she has had no calls for the Landings 

program for returning Catholics. Therefore, her team is diminished in this area. If there were sufficient interest, 

we could rally program graduates to give their testimony. She sees many of them in church, although some 

moved on. 

There is a new Pieta Prayer every month and five years ago about forty people signed-up to say this prayer every 

day.  It is published in the bulletin as space is available and some people pray it when they see it. We continue to 

publish Joy of the Gospel notes in the parish bulletin. Occasionally timely information from the Vatican related 

to Gospel teachings is also published. We will continue with this since much prayer is needed in our church and 

country. 

Father tries to vary the Masses (one each month) when Anointing of the Sick is held.  

In 2000 the diocese mandated that parishes establish a new evangelization program to draw people to the 

Catholic faith. St. Mary’s formed a committee and followed the diocese guidance. Although diocese guidance 

waned due to budget cuts, a new person (Dominic, according to Fr. Peter), now heads the diocese office. 

Joanne said she has served St. Mary’s in this and related areas since 1992 and it’s time to hand it over to a new 

generation. She has spoken with, and Joli Kocsis has agreed to take on the challenge. The council unanimously 

supported Joli’s nomination and we wish her well going forward. Father said many of the items covered in the 

parish survey relate to evangelization; he suggested that Joli attend survey team meetings. 

Parish Nurses: Mary Anne Gardner presented the Parish Nurses report. One Parish Nurse attended the Adams 

County RN meeting at Cross Keys Village on October 18
th 

where they gave a presentation on their new memory 

unit. One Parish Nurse attended the monthly parish networking meeting in Hagerstown on October 19
th
, which 

included a presentation on strategies for downsizing. One Parish Nurse attended a program on autism in 

Hagerstown. 

 

Parish Nurses sponsored the annual Multiphasic Blood Screening in conjunction with Wellspan on Friday, 

October 13.  Although 240 people were registered, we had over 30 no-shows and only one walk-in. Wellspan 

will not be offering the program next year. 

 

Father Peter said a parishioner asked if the nurses do diabetes tests. Mary Anne said no. John Butcher said 

Wellspan Pharmacy once did this monthly, although he doesn’t know if they still do so. (I don’t see anything on 

their web site.) 

 

Father also asked about us having a blood drive at St. Mary’s. Mary Anne said we planned one but it had to be 

cancelled due to insufficient registration. She will investigate nearby blood drives and publicize them for 

parishioners. 

 

Our Parish Nurse CPR instructor will teach another class next week. The American Heart Association has 

recently raised the price of the cards graduates receive from $7.00 to $20.00. As most participants are unwilling 

to pay $20.00, our instructor is investigating less costly options. 

 

PCCW: Peggy Leister was unable to attend the meeting and John Butcher summarized her report. 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry - meets on the 2
nd

 Monday of each month.  We have shawls available monthly at 

the Anointing of the Sick and any other time by request. Meetings 10/24/2017– We met at Liberty Worship 
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Center and packed 70 boxes for “Operation Christmas Child”.  November 28
th

 – Ellie LeGare of Sacred Heart 

Tutorials will speak about the program.  Anyone is welcome to join us.  Funerals – No funeral lunches. Quilt – 

tickets will be available one more time in the lobby and at the Bake Sale on December 2
nd

.  Soup Kitchen – 40 

were served on St. Mary’s October Soup Kitchen Thursday.  Other – PCCW hosted the October donut social.  

We bought 18 dozen donuts.   

 

Religious Education:  John Butcher presented Joan Ritter’s report. We have finished our eighth week of 

Religious Education.  All is going well.  We have four new students.  We now have forty-three students.  Parent 

meeting on Sunday, November 19
th
 at 9:00AM for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 

Ruth’s Harvest: Karen Graff reported that St. Mary’s received 246 servings of food in the October collection.  

There won’t be a collection in November because it would fall on the same weekend as the Knights of Columbus 

Thanksgiving collection.  We’ll use the financial donations received so far this year to buy food items that are 

low.  The next collection will be in December. St. Mary’s volunteers packed backpacks on September 28 and 

October 19.  We’re scheduled to pack five more times during the school year. We’re currently serving 42 

students. 

 

Web Site: Holly Wolfgang said she is working on learning her new job as web site manager. In a previous job 

she managed the company web site. She wants to update everything that is needed. She plans to meet with the 

committees to determine their needs. Father Peter suggested she meet with our secretary; some of the items on 

the web site do not meet parish needs. 

 

PASTOR’S COMMENTS: 

Father Peter is happy with the change in our handicap seating arrangement. He discussed an RCIA candidate (61 

years old) who is now responsible for her five grandchildren, handicapped son, and her husband. He encouraged 

our prayers and support. Father noted that St. Rita’s is restarting its Parish Nurses program. Father Robert is still 

recovering from his heart surgery and needs our continued prayers. Various priests are covering the weekend 

Masses at St. Andrews. 

Father said people expressed concern about us dropping The Word Among Us. Father said 75 copies cost us 

$1,500 which he believes is too expensive. The replacement publication begins in December and is annual. It will 

require you to get out your bible to review the readings. 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  The meeting adjourned at 8:25 pm with everyone saying the Glory Be to the 

Father. The next council meeting will be held on December 6, 2017 at 7:00 pm. 

  

Respectfully submitted, 

John Butcher, Secretary 

  


